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Subject- Standard Operating Procedure (SOP): Handling of Detenus and 
Inmates during Pandemic - reg 

Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) on Handling of Detenus and 
Inmates during Pandemic is enclosed for kind perusal and further necessary 
action. 
The following portions of the Model Prison Manual -2016 are also enclosed:- 

1. Extract of Chapter VII, titled " Medical Care" 
2. Extract of Chapter IX , titled " Transfer of Prisoners" 
3. Extract of Chapter XIII , titled " Emergencies" 

A copy of the Model SOP on "Implementation of Body Worn Cameras in 
Indian correctional Admistration System, sent earlier to the MHA is also 
enclosed for ready reference. 

Further, it is stated that SOP has been prepared from the angle of security and 
general precautions to be taken during pandemic. The points related to medical 
issues may be got vetted by with health experts. 
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Standard Operating Procedure (SOP): Handling of 
Detenus and Inmates during Pandemic. 
Today the world is facing an unprecedented crisis in the form of 
COVID-19 pandemic. This crisis has infected all the spheres of life and 
institutions, including Prisons. The prison inmates are equally, if not 
more, vulnerable than any other group of people residing anywhere. 

The Model Prison Manual, 2016, brought out by the MHA, elaborately 
deals with the issues of Medical Care vide Chapter VII, Transfer of 
Prisoners during Epidemics vide Chapter IX and Emergencies including 
Epidemics vide Chapter XIII. The copies of the relevant portions of 
these chapters are enclosed. Web/ink to the Model Prison Manual 2016 
is provided here. 

http://bprd.nic.in/Write Read Data/CMS/PrisonMa n ua I New. pdf 

During the present pandemic generated by CO VID 19, there have been 
situations where people violating lockdown had to be detained enmass 
and kept in temporary prisons, which do not have facilities to deal with 
such peculiar situations. There have also been . incidents of protests in 
some Prisons related to apprehensions regarding COVID-19 spread and 
restrictive measures adopted by the authorities. Therefore, this SOP 
deals with various situations that have been arising or may arise even in 
the future regarding safe custody, transport, healthcare, avoidance of 
transmission of communicable diseases, the safety of the prison, 
healthcare, sanitary, and court staff. 

Cardinal Principles 

The following principles are the guiding light of this SOP:- 

1. Security of Inmates 
2. Social Distancing. 
3. Segregation. 
4. Close Observation. 
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5. Minimum Movements. 
6. Tracking and Tracing. 
7. Remote Meetings. 

A)Procedure to be followed for existing inmates:- 

I. The inmates qualifying the criteria for remission, furlough and 
premature release, as per law and Jail Manuals, may be released 
immediately. 

2. However, released inmates, who may be asymptomatic, may be 
tracked and traced by GPS based wrist band. 

3. Any inmates returning from parole or furlough should be lodged in 
separate barracks/cells for a fixed number of days as decided by 
the health experts. 

4. Sufficient number of teams may be formed for carrying out this 
screening. Careful screening of all inmates may be conducted 
based on the COVID-19 parameters, prescribed by the Indian 
Council of Medical Research (ICMR). 

5. COVID-19 Tests may be conducted of the persons found 
vulnerable in the screening. If an inmate is found positive, he will 
be sent for quarantine in separate barracks/buildings earmarked for 
the purpose. All his co-inmates will also be quarantined and 
checked for CO VID-19. 

6. Proper caution rnay be exercised while shifting the COVID-19 
positive inmates for quarantine. The staff must wear full and 
appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE), while dealing 
with the COVID-19 positive inmates. The vehicles carrying the 
COVID-19 inmates must be properly sanitized, and their doors and 
windows must be properly sealed. The COVID-19 inmates must 
also be made to wear masks, gloves and visors. 

7. Meal timings for inmates should be staggered. 
8. Rearrange sitting arrangement for inmates at the dining space. 
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9. Inmates under quarantine should have separate dining space, and 
the meal should be provided in disposable plates. 

IO. The inmates should be encouraged to ensure personal 
hygiene. 

B) Procedure to be followed for new inmates/detainees:- 

I. Careful screening of all new inmates shall be conducted based on 
the COVID-19 parameters, prescribed by the ICMR. Any 
suspected inmate based on this screening may be tested for 
COVID-19. If an inmate is found COVID-19 positive, he shall be 
put in quarantine in a separate barrack, earmarked for the purpose. 

2. Only new or properly cleaned clothing and bedding articles should 
be provided to new inmates. 

3. There may be some instances of the influx of detainees who might 
have had a history of foreign travel or exposure to COVID-19 
patients. For such a scenario, a separate building with sufficient 
space may be earmarked to act as a holding area until their 
screening is completed. This holding area should be properly 
sanitized before use. 

4. Detainees should be segregated into two distinct groups; one group 
over fifty years and another group below fifty years. The detainees, 
who are asymptomatic but suspected to .have been in contact with 
the COVID 19 positive patients, should be sent to quarantine, and 
detainees who are symptomatic should be sent for COVID 19 test. 

5. Such asymptomatic and symptomatic detainees should be lodged 
separately and should have separate dining space. 

6. The Jail Hospital/Medical Ward should be sufficiently upgraded by 
increasing the number of beds, personal equipment (PPE) for the 
medical staff, COVID-19 testing kits, and other medical 
equipment. 
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7. In case, a separate building is not available for the holding area, a 
temporary structure may be erected for use as holding area and 
screening ward. 

C)Procedure to be followed for temporary prisons:- 

I. Depending on the circumstances and availability of resources, 
when a new building, like a stadium, guest house, school building, 
community hall, etc., is notified as a temporary jail, all 
precautions, as applicable to a regular prison, should be adopted. 

2. Special consideration may be given to sanitization of such 
building, strict access control, social distancing and disposal of 
medical and other waste, etc. 

3. If there are concerns regarding the escape of such detainees, they 
may be made to wear GPS based wrist bands for the purpose of 
tracing and tracking. 

4. CCTV may be installed to keep an eye on such detainees, who may 
escape the temporary prison. 

5. The watch and ward staff may wear body-worn cameras to keep a 
strict vigil on the activities of such detainees. A copy of the SOP 
for using body-worn cameras in prisons is also enclosed. 

D)Procedure to be followed for the production of 
inmates/detainees at various courts:- 

1. As far as possible, the facility of video conferencing should be 
used to avoid any travel outside the pnson by the 
inmates/ detainees. 

2. The vehicles carrying the inmates must be thoroughly sanitized 
before and after each trip. All the doors and windows must be 
properly sealed during the travel. 
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3. Proper distance must be maintained between the prisoners while on 
the vehicle and on the court premises. Such prisoners and prison 
staff escorting them should be provided with face mask. Since the 
escort personnel have to hold the prisoners with their hands, they 
should be issued gloves especially for the escort duty. 

E) Other precautions to be followed by the Prison authorities:- 

1. Only one point of entry/exit should be used as far as possible. 
2. The staff at the entrance should use masks, visors, gloves, thermal 

scanning equipment and sanitizers while screening the inmates and 
performing other duties. 

3. As many of the prisons are already overcrowded, the frequency of 
fumigation and spraying of disinfectants should be increased. 

4. All the toilets, bathrooms, kitchens, and other common areas must 
be cleaned and sanitized daily. 

5. Prison staff interacting with the inmates, who are in quarantine, 
should wear face masks, visors, and gloves. 

6. All inmates should be made aware of COVID-19 symptoms and 
the importance of maintaining personal hygiene and social 
distancing. Signages at essential points should be placed to make 
the Prison staff and inmates informed of the precautions to be 
taken to prevent the spread of COVID -19. All the inmates and 
staff must be provided with personal soaps, sanitizers, visors, and 
face mask, free of cost. 

7. All the clothing and bedding of the inmates should be cleaned by 
bleaching powder in hot water. The clothing and bedding of the 
inmates under quarantine should be cleaned separately. 

8. The facility of Mulaqats, i.e., meeting between the prisoners and 
their family members, should be stopped till the pandemic is 
controlled. E-mulaqats between inmates and his family members 
should be allowed. 
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9. Number of calls by the inmates to their family may be increased by 
the local administration. 

10. Group activities that are not of essential nature be stopped 
and only crucial group activities should be carried out duly 
following the guidelines for distance of at least six feet between 
two individuals. 

11. Anybody (Prison staff or inmates) having any symptoms of 
cough, cold sneezing, breathlessness, sore throat, fever, should be 
sent for thorough medical checkup and follow up. 

12. Canteen articles, diet articles, private clothing, etc. must be 
subjected to fumigation before allowing them inside the prisons. 

N.B. Suggestions on medical points may be vetted by the Health 
Department. 
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